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Massachusetts political establishment supported legalizing assisted suicide and euthanasia under
certain circumstances, according to a poll by the MassINC poll group. The poll found that 69 percent
of likely voters in the state support medical aid in dying, while 32 percent were opposed. Seventy
percent of Democrats, 65 percent of independents and 63 percent of Republicans supported the
idea. "Many people think that MA has a moral high ground on issues of morality and assisted
suicide," said Mark G. Shaffer, director of the Morey-Powers Center at Suffolk University in Boston.
"This number demonstrates that people think MA has a moral high ground on assisted suicide.
That's a pretty darn good place to start." Even among those who strongly supported the idea of
assisted suicide, there was clear support for additional safeguards. According to the poll, 48 percent
of respondents said they were confident that the program of medical aid in dying was monitored, but
only 11 percent were confident in the state's ability to implement the policy. In their responses to
the poll, Democratic state Reps. David L. Nangle, and William N. Huntington, Jr. and Republican
state Reps. Terry Brooks and Patricia Haddad suggested there should be more stringent
requirements to ensure that the safety and medical standards for assisted suicide were met in a
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