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the announcement of tomb raider 2 came at an inconvenient time for developer
crystal dynamics, who was then in the middle of developing tomb raider and its

three sequels. that, in itself, was not unusual, though, as a certain, more
famous tomb raider movie was in production. it had, in fact, been written for

nearly a decade, and was scheduled to be released in 2018. however, the tomb
raider sequel was announced at a time when the last game had just been
released, a time when the sequel was still in the works, and the trailer was

released just two months before the november 2018 release of the film. all the
while, the studio was simultaneously developing tomb raider for other

platforms, and tomb raider: definitive edition for the xbox one, which was
released at the end of 2018, and whose pc and playstation 4 versions were

released later in the year. as a result, tomb raider 2 was left with a small team
of just 25 people to work on the game. interestingly, the developers had a tomb
raider timeline in mind from the very beginning of development. originally, the

game was going to be set in a secret facility on the ikusan island where lara was
the only one who could survive the deadly and dangerous experiments

conducted there. but after the movie was released, the developers realized they
needed to make adjustments to the story and the setting of the sequel, so they
scrapped the project. so the team came up with an idea to use the first-person
gameplay and give the player a new perspective on the story to really let them

experience the action of the game with the character. you play as alicia
vikander's character in a cutscene, then you're in the third person, playing the
game, and she's right in front of you, but you're seeing her on her journey to

save her son from the island of the lost.
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