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obtaining advanced degrees or higher-level technical training will
increase the value of a person. the ability to read, write, and do simple
math improves people s life chances and quality of life. the same is true
for those who want to work in the digital economy. in 2013, the united
nations education, scientific, and cultural organization (unesco)
launched a global partnership for skills for jobs. this partnership was
designed to address the dramatic shortage of skilled workers in the
labor force and the growing inequality in skills. it is one of the three
main goals of the united nations sdgs. unescos partnership with
businesses, governments, and academic institutions aims to engage
these actors in the task of raising the world s skill level by 2030. the
partnership was officially launched in 2015 at the world conference on
education for all in jomtien, thailand. the un has made skill development
a priority in its efforts to achieve the sdgs. skill development is a long-
term process that begins with education and learning. then comes
training or work experience. the final step is vocational training, which
provides people with the skills necessary for them to find decent jobs in
the labor market. skills development requires investment in people,
training programs, and job placement. the united nations sdgs are a
powerful framework for understanding skills development as a long-
term process. the digital economy offers a great opportunity to build the
skills needed for the modern job market. the 2030 agenda for
sustainable development provides the mandate and the goals for the
uns global goals. the goals should be the foundation for all development
policies. governments must set aside sufficient resources for skills
development to make sure that all people have the skills they need for
full and productive lives.
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the specter of a digital-only world, as proposed by some in the public
and private sectors, will be even harder to address. not only do most

devices lack basic security features, but they also require human
interaction to exploit the exploitable. and while the volume of internet-

connected devices is growing rapidly, the number of engineers,
technicians, and hackers who can assess and fix problems remains

stagnant. as a result, the digital systems that govern our lives are the
most-targeted and vulnerable parts of the modern world. the race is on

to both reduce these attacks and to strengthen digital security. until
recently, most experts in the field assumed that the biggest

vulnerabilities in the global digital networks were in the servers that
house data and control the infrastructure. the new threat, however, is

not the servers, it is the data itself. according to one estimate, there are
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more than 5.7 billion smartphones, tablets, laptops, and other mobile
devices in the world. more than two-thirds of them are infected with
malware at any one time, giving cyber-criminals not only access to
sensitive data but also direct access to our financial, business, and

personal information. the impact of these digital epidemics is
increasingly significant. a recent study by the non-profit organization
ashoka and cisco found that out of the top 10 threats to the global

digital infrastructure in 2020, seven of them relate to data or privacy. in
other words, the most dangerous digital risks are not in the networks

themselvesbut in how data flows through them. 5ec8ef588b
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