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patterns do not appear to be slowing the spread of the coronavirus, as cases continue to accelerate in the US and beyond. On

Wednesday, New York City became the centre of an unprecedented crisis with the announcement that the number of
COVID-19 cases had surpassed 1 million. The number of confirmed cases in the city will undoubtedly rise significantly.

Elsewhere in the world, coronavirus clusters are appearing in unprecedented numbers, too. Japan, which had only a few hundred
confirmed cases of COVID-19 at the beginning of the year, has a dozen confirmed cases per 100,000 people as of Wednesday.
Thailand has more than two per 100,000 people. Officials and observers seem alarmed by the speed of the outbreak. Joe Biden,
the US vice president, has called it an “assault on our healthcare system, on the future of the economy, and on the lives of our
citizens”. There is some evidence, however, that the virus has more room to spread because the weather is cooperating with its

spread. Coronavirus has more than 4,000km of surface area to work with, but winter is upon us in the northern hemisphere,
dampening its spread. While there is no concrete research on this, Robert Goodland, an epidemiologist at the University of

South Carolina, has been looking at variations in the intensity of seasonal flu infections for years. Coronavirus is not like the flu.
COVID-19 spreads like many other respiratory viruses and the best way to stop it is not mass quarantine or telling people to
wear masks. Instead, scientists focus on personal hygiene like washing your hands, social distancing, and treating the sick.

Anecdotes of the virus spreading in colder weather may seem counterintuitive, but in a review of flu seasons over the past 60
years, researchers showed the flu typically spreads about four times more quickly when people are cold. The review came out in

the journal Nature in 2019 and was based on influenza and COVID-19. The study only looked at flu and COVID-19 because
coronaviruses don’t spread the way the flu does, but other viruses like the flu, adenovirus and rhinovirus also spread more

efficiently in cold weather. 3e33713323
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